
August 2, 2015 
Preaching: Rev. Heidi Swarts 

How Important Are Religious Beliefs Anyway? 
Worship Associate: Laura D’Angelo 
Usher & Refreshments: Carrie M-D & Selina B. 
Board Member on Duty: Selina Benson 
 

August 9, 2015  
Preaching: Rev. Linda Anderson 

Unitarian Universalism and Buddhism 
Worship Associate: Jim Hawkins 
Ushers & Refreshments: Martha Chamberlain 
Board Member on Duty: Steve Lester 
 

August 16, 2015 
Preaching: Hollis Huston 
The Right Fight in the Right Way 
Worship Associate: Carrie Mason-Draffen 
Ushers & Refreshments: Rosemary Olander Beach 
Board Member on Duty: Ken Bellafiore 
 

August 23, 2015 
Preaching: Rev. Julie Newhall 
What Makes a Minister a Minister? 
Worship Associate: Anne Olsen 
Ushers & Refreshments: TBA 
Board Member on Duty: Steve Underhill 
 

August 30, 2015 
Preaching: Hollis Huston 

Paycheck to Paycheck:  
    Nobility, Bourgeoisie and Worker-Bee 
Worship Associate: Steve Underhill 
Ushers & Refreshments: Lisa Oldendorp 
Board Member on Duty: Ellen Zaehringer-Gach 
 

September 6, 2015 (Labor Day weekend) 
Preaching: Hollis Huston 
Sin and Faith and Grace, Original and Up to the Minute 
Worship Associate: TBA 
Ushers & Refreshments: TBA 
Board Member on Duty: Paul Sherrock 

June 21, 2015 
Preaching: Hollis Huston 

Absent, Present and Surrogate Fathers 
Worship Associate: Laura D’Angelo 
Ushers & Refreshments: David Silver 
Board Member on Duty: Selina Benson 
 

June 28, 2015 
Preaching: Pilar Millhollen 
Children of Humanity 
Worship Associate: Carrie Mason-Draffen 
Ushers & Refreshments: Mary Brower 
Board Member on Duty: Steve Lester 
 

July 5, 2015 
Preaching: Rev. Will Feinberg 
Talking About the Hard Questions  
Worship Associate: Jim Hawkins 
Ushers & Refreshments: Lorrie & Ken Bellafiore 
Board Member on Duty: Ken Bellafiore 
 

July 12, 2015 
Preaching: Rev. Julie Newhall 
Take Me to Church  
Worship Associate: Carrie Mason-Draffen 
Ushers & Refreshments: Lisa Oldendorp 
Board Member on Duty: Steve Underhill 
 

July 19, 2015 
Preaching:  Rev. Julie Newhall - Soul Matters 
Guest Violinist: Joel DeWitt 
Worship Associate: TBA 
Usher & Refreshments: Julie Buckley 
Board Member on Duty: Ellen Zaehringer Gach 
 

July 26, 2015 
Preaching: Hollis Huston 
The Golden Rule and Its Alternatives 
Worship Associate: Anne Olsen 
Usher & Refreshments: Doris Brass 
Board Member on Duty: Paul Sherrock 

Phone: (516) 623-1204     Web: www.SNUUC.org 
E-mail: office@snuuc.org 
Laurie Stuart, Transition Minister - Minister@snuuc.org  
Rev. Will Feinberg, Affiliated Community Minister - 

wfeinberg@snuuc.org  
 

President, Steve Lester 
Vice President, Ken Bellafiore 
Secretary, Selina Benson 
Treasurer, Ellen Zaehringer Gach 

SOUTH NASSAU 
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CONGREGATION 

 

Office Summer Schedule 
 

The SNUUC office will close for the Summer on Friday,  
June 19. It will reopen on Tuesday, September 8.  

Phone messages and e-mail will be answered weekly.   
 

In case of emergency please call Board President 
Steve Lester or Vice President Ken Bellafiore.  

 

Next issue deadline: Sunday, August 30 

mailto:office@snuuc.org


As I sit on my back porch and listen to the rain fall  
quietly off of the trees following a short deluge, I  
reflect on the June 14 COA/Bridging service and  
annual congregational picnic. 
 

The service, which involved SO many people and SO 
many moving parts, went smoothly.  After it was all 
said and done, congregants commented how  
articulate the youth were, and how the reflections 
were inspiring.  They laughed at how fun the music 
was, mostly thanks to composer extraordinaire Jay 
Anthony Gach.   
 

Not only was the music and the reflections inspiring, 
the congregation energy was contagious. 
 

For that I think we can be most proud. 
 

In this postmodern world that exudes epoch proportion 
on a daily basis, there is an extreme need for positive 
energy and life affirming activities.  We’re lucky that 
we can fulfill this need at SNUUC.   
 

At this time of great change, we need to surround  
ourselves with positive people.  We need the input 
and companionship of those around us willing to  
commit to action and introspection in the face of our 
uncertain world.  SNUUC is a blessing in that regard. 
 

And we’ve done good work this year in examining the 
congregation’s history and its organizational systems. 
In the year ahead, we’ll continue to strengthen and  
further define those systems, and reflect on how the  
history will inform the future. 
 

Sign up sheets for next year’s committees, as well as 
their mission and descriptions, are posted in the foyer.  
Already those committees that, this year, were a  
committee of one, now have three!  This commitment 
is inspiring and energizing.  This commitment, like the 
rain, nourishes new growth. 
 

Next year will be exciting as we explore the  
overarching theme of metamorphosis.  With art, 
through worship, through our small ministry groups 
and other activities, we’ll utilize a theme-based whole 
congregational approach to all of our programming.  
We’ll be connecting the themes of the worship service 
to the curriculum in the RE program, to the small 
groups, and back again.   
 

From where I sit, I see a congregation transitioning 
itself more fully into its inspirational and energized 
vibrancy— a congregation that is watering its dreams 
and living into its amazing future. 
 

Well done all. 
 

Laurie Stuart, Transition Minister 

The Art Committee will meet 
on Sunday mornings, July 5 
to August 16. from 9-10:30 

am to create templates for the caterpillars, cocoons 

and butterflies that we'll be making to support the 
theme of metamorphosis and placing on our beloved 
Linden Tree throughout the year.  We will be working 
with papier maché and plaster of paris so it will be 
messy.  All are welcome!  Please contact Diane  
Hawkins at parkviewdesigh@verizon.net or drop by! 

 

The Ways and 
Means Committee 
will be looking for a 

Talent Auction Task Force this coming September, 
with some fresh ideas and a willingness to make this 

event special and a big earner. Any interested parties 
should contact Rita Hines over the Summer by phone 
or email or see her in early September.  

  
Also, does anyone have an 
interest in mounting a World 
Hunger event in October,  

perhaps with a soup lunch and the possibility of a 
speaker from the UN? We could organize food  
collection and donate the proceeds of the lunch to 
Island Harvest or a similar organization that feeds the 
hungry. Please contact Rita Hines. 

As the Summer months are upon us and we slow 
down, spend more time outdoors, take vacations, 
and hit the pool and the beach, your Board of  
Trustees will remain hard at work to manage 
SNUUC’s business in this time of transition and 
change.  
 

The Board will be meeting with the newly formed 
Ministerial Search Committee to discuss the direction 
of the search for our next minister.  Also, we will  
continue to work hard on the Religious Education 
program so that a creative and vibrant program is in 

place for the fall. (See RE Notes on the next page for 

more details.)  Finally, I am pleased to report that the 
Board has renewed SNUUC’s contracts with Laurie 
Stuart, our Transitional Minister, and Rev. Will 
Feinberg, our Community Minister, for the next  
congregational year.  We all have been impressed 
with Laurie’s and Will’s work with us, and we are 
grateful for each of their immense talents and 
concrete contributions to our spiritual and religious 
life at SNUUC.   
          In service, 
          Steve Lester, President 
          Board of Trustees 



RE News 
Staffing the RE Wing 

The SNUUC Board of Trustees, at its meeting on June 
10, affirmed the work of the RE Exploration Sub-
Committee, and moved to post two part-time job  
descriptions for staffing the RE Wing for the 2015-2016 
congregational year.  One position is for a 10-hour per 
week RE Coordinator, who will handle the K-6 classes, 
and the other is for a 7-hour a week Youth Coordinator, 
who will be responsible for the older classroom.   
 

With the changing of family responsibilities, many  
congregations with small programs have found that the 
hiring of teacher/administrators helps ease the burden of 
volunteer teachers.  These acting positions are now  
being advertised through the Metro District, LREDA, and 
at area seminaries.  If you’re interested in applying for 
either of these positions, please email a letter of interest 
and your resume to minister@snuuc.org. 
 

Sign up for the RE Committee Today 

Do you know what Shani Bruno, FiFi Francis, Ilene 
Corina, Mary Brower and Julie Buckley have in  
common?  They all signed up to serve on the RE  
Committee on June 14.  And you can join them!  The 
committee plans and hosts social events that support 
and strengthen the SNUUC community of adults,  
children and youth.  If you are called to Family Ministry 
for congregants of all ages, you will be most satisfied 
here.  Sign up sheets are posted in the foyer.   
 

Also, if you interested in serving as a teacher or a  
workshop leader with RE in September, please contact 
the Minister. 

During the Summer, please check  

the service schedule on the front page of 

this newsletter and call or e-mail the Board 

Member on Duty with  
announcements for the Sunday Services. 

Best wishes to Rev. Allison Palm, our former Intern  
Minister, who has recently accepted the position of  
settled minister in the UU Church of Nashua, NH. 
 

Addi Quinn asks that you make note of her new email  

address, addiquinn81@gmail.com.  
 

Congratulations to two of our 
June High School Graduates! 

In September Sarah Bilello will attend CUNY John Jay 
College of Criminal Justice in the Honors Program, she 
will major in Forensic Science on the Toxicology track 
and have a minor in Computer Science. 
 

In September Colleen Bennett will study at the  
Conservatory at Shenandoah University, in Winchester, 
VA, where she will be a violin performance major.  She 
anticipates pursuing a graduate degree that will lead to 
a career as a therapist. Colleen graduates from East 
Rockaway High School.   
 

Congratulations to a few of our recent 
College Graduates! 

Alex Larsen graduated from Hofstra University in  

December 2014 with a degree in biology 
 

Katharine Bellafiore graduated with a BS in  
Community Health from SUNY Cortland.  She is  
currently involved in a full time 12 week Summer  
internship with the American Diabetes Association. 
 

Sam Bryson-Brockmann graduated from Clark  

University with an MBA and a Masters in Community 
Development.  He works in Boston, MA for Preservation 
of Affordable Housing (POAH), a nonprofit organization 
that preserves, creates, and restores affordable rental 
homes for low- and moderate-income individuals,  
seniors, and families. 
 

Miranda Sherrock graduated from SUNY Oneonta with 

a BS in Anthropology and a minor in Art History. She is 
working at the Museum of Natural History this Summer 
and has applied for an internship at the Smithsonian in 
Washington, DC for September. 

As you know, SNUUC’s fiscal year 

ends on June 30.  
Pledge statements were sent to those with  

a balance.  Pledges represent  
most of the congregation’s income,  

so every little bit helps.  

Thanks for your continued support of SNUUC 
and have a great Summer.   The tables were filled with friendly people at our  

recent congregational picnic on the front lawn.  
Breindel, Eric Shefferman’s friend, left, Joel Gershen,  
Arnie Herman, Diane Hawkins, Jim Hawkins, Duayne 
Draffen and Carrie Mason-Draffen all enjoyed good 
food and fellowship. 

mailto:minister@snuuc.org


 

With the June 14 Building a Bridge service, the religious education classes 
 officially ended.  Here’s some reflections from the children and youth about 

what they enjoy about the program.   
 

Ilene and Steven Corina will be coordinating the Summer RE Program, which will feature crafts and games, beginning 
on June 21.  Volunteers are needed for July 12 and 19, and August 2.  Contact Ilene at Icorina@aol.com if you can help 
on one of those mornings. 

Laurel Owen, left, says that “It’s really 
fun what we do in RE.” Leanna  
Pignataro really liked working on her 
UUA Religion in Life Pin that she is 
wearing proudly on her Girl Scout 
vest.  

Marcus Cleckley, left, creates rabbit ears on his sister, 
Chloe. Marcus says “It’s fun.  We talk about real 
events.  No one is profiled or bothered for what you 
believe.  Everyone is friends with each other.”  Chloe 
says she like to come to church and play. 

Sean Nanos likes the program because “It’s 
okay to talk about your feelings and you never 
have to fear anybody judging you.” 

Mia Bruno says she likes the program because she 
“got to make crafts with Mr. David and Miss Harriet”. 
Brother Luke likes to make birdhouses and put them 
outside. 

Alden Klemme says “There are  
always a lot of fun crafts and Miss 
Harriet is so nice.”  Sister Violet loves 
to come with her big brother Alden.   

mailto:Icorina@aol.com


 
 

 
We had a huge turnout for the all-congregation 

picnic and cookout on Sunday -- so many members and families, 
especially those of the Coming of Age youth and the children and 
youth who are bridging, enjoyed good food and fellowship! 
 

Special thanks go to Brian Larkin and Tom Beach, who grilled nearly 
200 beef burgers, vegetarian burgers and hot dogs for the hungry 
crowd assembled under the sun on SNUUC's front lawn, ably  
assisted by Bill Bryson-Brockmann. The set-up angels included Addi 
Quinn, Mark Bennett and Diane Hawkins; clean-up was  
spearheaded by Carrie Mason-Draffen, Lorrie Bellafiore and Doris 
Brass; and so many tables and chairs were heaved to and from the 
lawn by SNUUC youth, David Silver and Jose Henriquez. The  
committee is so grateful for their help as well as the help of everyone 
who made this event a blockbuster success! 

 
Membership Committee is planning an 
August retreat. If you're interested in 

attending this half-day meeting, where we organize and prioritize our 
tasks for the coming year, please email Rosemary Olander-Beach. 
Alternatively, if you sign up to join the committee via the wall in 
SNUUC's foyer, the committee will contact you. 

 

 
The Membership Committee has formed 
a Caring Team to provide support to 

members. If you or a member you know needs compassionate help 
during a time of stress or would like to share during a time of  
celebration, please contact a committee member or email  
caring@snuuc.org. If you would like a Joy or Concern lifted up from 
the pulpit, kindly contact a committee member or email  
caring@snuuc.org before noon Saturday for the following Sunday.  

 
Mark your calendars now for the 
Back-to-SNUUC Potluck on  
Saturday, September 12 at  

5 pm. This potluck is the informal kickoff to the next congregational 
year, and we'd love to see all SNUUC members and friends there! 
Sign-up sheets will be posted in the foyer beginning in July. 
Please bring food enough for at least 8. If your name begins with:   
*A - H - bring a Main Course   *I - O  bring a Dessert  *P - Z  bring a 
Salad or Vegetable.  This is great time to get together with your 
SNUUC friends, share Summer happenings and get excited about 
the year to come.  The Membership Committee needs YOU to help 
with set-up and cleanup. If you can pitch in, please contact a  
member of the committee, or email rosemary.olander@verizon.net. 
 

Summer Reading At SNUUC 
Practical Advice For A Happy Life  

The Meditation Group will be reading Eight 
Mindful Steps to Happiness by Bhante  
Gunaratana this Summer.  The book is a  
down-to-earth guide to Buddhist teachings on  
improving relationships, finding right livelihood 
and working with the mental habits that keep us 
from living a happy life.  The group will meet at 
SNUUC on Wednesday evenings from 7:45 pm 
to 9 pm for 6 weeks, starting on July 8.  Anyone  
interested in participating should contact Brian 
Larkin, bolarkin@optonline.net.   

Many hands make light work.  Committee descriptions and sign up 
sheets for the 2015-2016 congregational year are posted on the 

foyer wall. 

PULSE of NY, a community based patient 
safety organization founded at SNUUC in 1996 
has started a Professionals for Patient Safety 
group which meets monthly at the Imperial 
Diner in Freeport with a speakers bureau of 
medical professionals to speak to the  
community.  If you are interested in attending 
(you don't need to work in healthcare)  Please 
see Ilene Corina for more information. 

You are invited to the Transgender Day of  
Remembrance fundraiser, Friday, June 26, at 

SNUUC to raise money for the Transgender Day 
of Remembrance Service, held each year in  
November. The June 26 coffee house, starting at 
7 pm, will include entertainment, raffles, an open 
mic and food and refreshments for sale. You’re 
invited!  Admission is $10. 

The Labor Day Bagel Bash returns!  
Patsy Kaplan invites you to her Talent Auction  
offering Bagel Bash on Labor Day, Monday,  
September 7, 11 am - 3 pm at her home in  
Wantagh.  Come to this popular event marking the 
beginning of Fall; an all congregation gathering 
where we catch up on Summer news before starting 
the new SNUUC congregation year.  Enjoy bagels 
and spreads, coffee, tea and juice.  Outdoor games 
are available.  This event is rain or shine, Patsy has 
a lovely sun porch. Cost is $10 per adult with the 
money going to SNUUC. Kids accompanied by a 
parent are free.  Mary Brower is taking care of the 
mandatory sign up.  There is a sheet in the foyer, 
please give your checks, made to SNUUC, to Mary 
or leave them in the office.  There is a pup in the 
bedroom and her home is handicap accessible for 
the outdoors only.   
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The mission of the South Nassau Unitarian Universalist Congregation is to provide a sanctuary 

of beauty and harmony where: We search in freedom for meaning and truth; we draw inspiration 

from many religious and philosophical sources while acknowledging the Judeo-Christian heritage of 

Unitarian Universalism; we embrace diversity and welcome people of all ages, races, and 

orientations; we affirm that our children and youth are an integral and important part of our religious 

family; we strive toward a social awareness that leads to transformative action in our community 

and to living in balance with the environment.  Ours is a nurturing congregation where children and 

adults find acceptance and fellowship, feel empowered and grow spiritually. 

SNUUC   South Nassau 

Unitarian Universalist Congregation 

228 South Ocean Avenue 

Freeport, NY  11520 

 

Please pay your pledge balance by June 30 
 

This Summer at SNUUC enjoy 
Sunday service at 10:30 

  

Sign up for the Labor Day Bagel Bash! 
 

Save September 12 at 5 pm for our Fall Potluck! 


