SOUTH NASSAU UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CONGREGATION 
BI-ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING MINUTES
Sunday, January 25, 2009
Approved May 31, 2009
1. George Jackson, Board Vice President, welcomed the members to the meeting.  Barbara Singer, Board Trustee, read a letter to the congregation from Rob Esformes, Board President.  In his letter, Rob praised and thanked both Jean Smyth Crocetto and George Jackson for their service to the congregation during their terms on the Board.  He praised their contribution to the Board’s work and gave each of them a book, 50 Truths Worth Knowing, and said he will remember our own nights spent together searching for truth and meaning on the Board. George then officially called the meeting to order. 
2. Anne Fleming, Board Secretary, confirmed there was a quorum of members present in attendance.

3. There was a nomination from the floor for Ellen Zaehringer-Gach to be Presider of the meeting.  Motion seconded and passed.

4. Ellen announced that, with prior Board approval, Brian Larkin would be appointed to be Parliamentarian for the meeting.  

5. Presider asked for volunteers to take on the roles of tellers and timekeeper during our meeting.  Ken Bellafiore and Ellen Minzner volunteered to be tellers.  Priscilla Gray volunteered to be timekeeper.  Motion made and passed to accept these assignments.
6. The minutes of the May 18th, 2008 BiAnnual Congregational Meeting were approved. These minutes will be sent to Peter Larsen for posting on our website as well as being posted on the bulletin board and filed in the office.

7. The vote for One-Year Term Board Officers, Three-Year Board Trustees, One-Year Term Youth Trustee, and One-Year Nominating Committee Members to begin in Jan. 2009 was conducted and ballots were collected by tellers for tabulation.  
8. Alice Spatt presented the Thrift Shop’s Annual Report.  There was a notice within the report that Joe McAuley would be resigning his position as Co-President of the Thrift Shop Committee and Treasurer of the Thrift Shop as of June 2009.  He recommended that the Board find someone within the next few months who would be willing to learn how to file the sales tax forms and attend to other Thrift Shop financial matters so as to make the transition more smooth in June.

9. Tellers returned with their election results.  Appointments listed below were all ratified:
a. One-year term as Officer

· President:

Rob Esformes

· Vice President:
Rosemary Olander Beach

· Secretary:

Barbara Singer

b. Three-Year term as Trustee

· Arlene Brown

· Martha Chamberlain

· Jayne Davison

c. One-Year term as Youth Trustee

· Travis Compton

d. One-year term as Nominating Committee Member

· Jean Smyth-Crocetto

· Diane Hawkins

· Fylice Larsen

· Bobby Newman

· Mary Brower (2nd year)

10. There was a Presentation of the New Sanctuary Movement Resolution by Don Obers & Doug Breiding of the Social Action Committee. They mentioned that they had offered several educational forums to discuss and educate the congregation about the resolution during the past 18 months.  Doug read from Rev. Sinkford’s (President of the UUA) endorsement of this resolution.  A discussion period followed the presentation and there were several questions -
a. There was a Motion made and seconded to move to accept the resolution which declares us in solidarity with other faith communities to affirm and attest to our support of the New Sanctuary Movement.
b. Debate on the motion was opened to the floor.

c. What does an endorsement of this resolution obligate SNUUC to do?  Is it a statement tied to a particular action?

Response by Don Obers:  There is no legal obligation for SNUUC to do anything.  We are offering moral support and our ratification of the resolution would show our symbolic support of these measures.  If there were a situation in which an undocumented immigrant(s) were housed in a local church, we could, in cooperation with the Social Action Committee, try to raise funds to help the individual(s).

d. Are we legally obligating ourselves to provide housing or other financial support?

Response by Don Obers:  We are not legally obligated in any way, although we could consider ourselves morally obligated to help out.

e. Why wasn’t this a Board decision?  Why did it come to a congregational vote?

Response by George Jackson, VP:  The Board did not feel they could act on this without the congregation’s approval.  If adopted, we as a congregation will be working to support the resolution and the endorsement of the resolution therefore carries more weight if we hear the voice of the congregation at large.

f. Is this resolution from the UUA and adapted for SNUUC?

Response by Don Obers:  This started with Rev. Sinkford’s resolution but over the course of the last 18 months, it has been refined to reflect some of the Board’s concerns as well.

g. There was concern over the wording in the resolution that was seen by several members present as inflammatory and negative.  A motion was made and passed to eliminate all but the first and last paragraphs of the resolution as presented.
h. Another member asked that we preserve the 2nd paragraph of the original document that reflects on the United States as a nation of immigrants which offers the world a powerful example of inclusive democracy.  A motion was made and passed to accept the text with the first two paragraphs and the last paragraph being the text of the resolution.

i. Don Obers advocated that the resolution be passed as originally presented in its entirety.

j. There was a “call the question” made and a motion was made to accept the resolution as amended in Item h.  Motion carried. 
11. Motion to adjourn was made and passed.
Reports received:  
Thrift Shop Committee Report, January 25, 2009
Resolutions attached:  SNUUC Proposed Draft Resolution on Immigrant Rights




SNUUC Resolution on Immigrant Rights  (accepted 1/25/09) (below)
SNUUC Resolution on Immigrant Rights
Whereas we are called as people of faith to support the human rights and dignity of all persons

Whereas the United States was founded as a nation of immigrants whose strength, vitality, and possibility offer the world a powerful example of inclusive democracy

We, the members of the South Nassau Unitarian Universalist Congregation do hereby join other faith communities and affirm and attest our support of the New Sanctuary Movement, especially its call for an immediate moratorium on all federal raids and unjust deportations that separate parents from their children and create a climate of fear and repression.  Although our congregation would not be able to physically host a family seeking sanctuary, we declare ourselves in solidarity with the needs and rights of our immigrant brothers and sisters, and offer them our support.

Passed:  January 25, 2009
